SUBJECT:  ARMY ASTRONAUT CANDIDATE SELECTION BOARD

1.  THE BIENNIAL (ONCE EVERY TWO YEARS) ARMY ASTRONAUT CANDIDATE 

SCREENING BOARD WILL CONVENE IN JUNE 2003 TO SELECT SOLDIERS FOR 

NOMINATION TO THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

(NASA).  SOLDIERS INTERESTED IN APPLYING FOR THE ASTRONAUT PROGRAM 

MAY APPLY THROUGH 30 MAY 2003.

2.  RULES:

A.  SOLDIERS MUST HAVE A BACHELOR'S OR HIGHER DEGREE FROM AN 

ACCREDITED INSTITUTION IN ENGINEERING, BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE, PHYSICAL 

SCIENCE OR MATHEMATICS.  DEGREES MUST BE FOLLOWED BY AT LEAST THREE 

YEARS OF RELATED, PROGRESSIVELY RESPONSIBLE, PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE. 

 AN ADVANCED DEGREE IS DESIRABLE AND MAY BE SUBSTITUTED FOR PART OR 

ALL OF THE EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENT (MASTER'S DEGREE = 1 YEAR OF 

EXPERIENCE, DOCTORAL DEGREE = 3 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE).  QUALITY OF 

ACADEMIC PREPARATION IS IMPORTANT.

 B.  THE FOLLOWING DEGREE FIELDS, WHILE RELATED TO ENGINEERING AND 

THE SCIENCES ARE NOT CONSIDERED QUALIFYING:

(1)  DEGREES IN TECHNOLOGY (ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY, AVIATION 

TECHNOLOGY, MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY, ETC.).

(2)  DEGREES IN PSYCHOLOGY (EXCEPT FOR CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY, 

PHYSIOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY, OR EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY WHICH ARE 

QUALIFYING).

(3)  DEGREES IN NURSING

(4)  DEGREES IN EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY OR SIMILAR FIELDS.

(5)  DEGREES IN SOCIAL SCIENCE (GEOGRAPHY, ANTHROPOLOGY, ARCHAEOLOGY, 

ETC)

(6)  DEGREES IN AVIATION, AVIATION MANAGEMENT, OR SIMILAR FIELDS.

C.  APPLICANTS MUST PASS A NASA CLASS II SPACE PHYSICAL (SIMILAR TO 

ARMY CLASS II FLIGHT PHYSICAL); HAVE DISTANT VISUAL ACUITY 20/300 OR BETTER UNCORRECTED; CORRECTABLE TO 20/20, FOR EACH EYE, HEARING LOSS NOT TO EXCEED ISO STANDARDS, BLOOD PRESSURE NOT TO EXCEED 140/90, AND 

BE BETWEEN 58.5 AND 76 INCHES TALL.  THESE PREREQUISITES ARE NOT 

WAIVERABLE.

D.  NASA HAS AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PROGRAM GOAL OF HAVING QUALIFIED 

MINORITIES AND WOMEN AMONG THE NEWLY SELECTED ASTRONAUT CANDIDATES.  THEREFORE, WOMEN AND MINORITY SOLDIERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.

E.  APPLICANTS FOR PILOT ASTRONAUT CANDIDATES MUST HAVE AT LEAST 

1,000 HOURS PILOT-IN-COMMAND TIME IN JET AIRCRAFT.

F.  APPLICANT MUST BE A UNITED STATES CITIZEN.

3.  BOARD ELIGIBILITY IS BASED ON AN APPLICATION BY EACH PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATE.  THE APPLICATION PACKAGE CAN BE OBTAINED BY WRITING THE 

PERSCOM POC IN PARAGRAPH 8 OR 9 OR THROUGH THE WORLD WIDE WEB AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:  WWW.NASAJOBS.NASA.GOV/ASTRONAUTS/.  EACH 

INDIVIDUAL MUST SUBMIT COMPLETED PACKAGE TO THE ADDRESS IN PARA 9.  

ELECTRONIC APPLICATIONS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.

4.  APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 30 MAY 2003.  DO NOT 

PUT THE FORMS IN PLASTIC COVERS, BINDERS, OR ANY TYPE OF FOLDER.  ALL 

GOVERNMENT FORMS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE WORLD WIDE WEB AT THE SITE 

LISTED IN PARA 3.

5.  THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF ALL MANDATORY FORMS:

A.  JSC FORM 498 "APPLICATION/UPDATE FOR THE ASTRONAUT CANDIDATE 

PROGRAM".  IF MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED, ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS OF 

PAPER.  YOU CAN ALSO INCLUDE A RESUME OR CURRICULUM VITAE.  DO NOT 

SEND COPIES OF PUBLICATIONS, THESIS, RESEARCH PAPERS, VIDEO TAPES, 

ETC. 


                                 

B.  JSC FORM 603:  "SUPPLEMENTAL RECORD OF AERONAUTICAL EXPERIENCE".

THIS FORM IS REQUIRED FOR PILOT APPLICANTS, BUT OPTIONAL FOR MISSION SPECIALIST APPLICANTS.

C.  SF 93:  "REPORT OF MEDICAL HISTORY".  LEAVE ITEMS 3, 5, 6, 25, 

AND 26A-C BLANK,  EXPLAIN ALL "YES" ANSWERS THOROUGHLY.

D.  JSC FORM 465:  "REPORT OF MEDICAL HISTORY".  DO NOT LEAVE ANY 

ITEMS BLANK AND EXPLAIN ALL "YES" ANSWERS THOROUGHLY.

E.  PROVIDE LEGIBLE COPIES OF YOUR OFFICIAL COLLEGE TRANSCRIPT(S).  

TRANSCRIPT(S) MUST SHOW TYPE OF DEGREE CONFERRED AND DATE CONFERRED. DO NOT SEND COPIES OF YOUR DIPLOMAS.

F.  SF 181:  "RACE AND NATIONAL ORIGIN IDENTIFICATION".  THIS FORM IS 

USED ONLY TO GATHER STATISTICAL INFORMATION.  WHILE COMPLETION OF 

THIS FORM IS VOLUNTARY, YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT IT ALSO.

G.  SF 88:  "COPY OF CURRENT FLIGHT/MILITARY PHYSICAL EXAMINATION".  PHYSICAL EXAMINATION MUST HAVE BEEN COMPLETED WITHIN THE LAST THREE 

YEARS.  THIS EXAMINATION WILL NOT BE SUBMITTED TO THE U.S. ARMY 

AEROMEDICAL CENTER AT FORT RUCKER FOR REVIEW/APPROVAL.

H.  LISTING OF PREVIOUS SUPERVISORS AND THEIR CURRENT ADDRESS FOR THE 

LAST FIVE (5) YEARS.

I.  COPY OF CURRENT OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH - DA PHOTO.

6.  THE JSC FORM 498 REQUIRED ABOVE IS THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENT IN 

THE APPLICATION PACKET.  IT MUST BE COMPLETED CAREFULLY AND NEATLY.  JOBS SHOULD BE DESCRIBED SO THEY ARE CLEAR TO NASA SELECTION BOARD 

MEMBERS WITHOUT AN ARMY BACKGROUND.  AWARDS, SPECIAL SKILLS OR 

QUALIFICATIONS, HOBBIES, AND OTHER OUTSIDE INTERESTS SHOULD BE LISTED 

(AND EXPLAINED IF NECSSARY) IN BLOCK 13.  DESCRIPTIONS AND 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS SHOULD HIGHLIGHT THE "HANDS-ON", TECHNICAL NATURE OF EACH JOB AND NOT FOCUS ON THE MANAGERIAL ASPECTS OF YOUR EXPERIENCE. APPLICANTS ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT TYPEWRITTEN 

APPLICATIONS.  HOWEVER, LEGIBLE HAND-WRITTEN APPLICATIONS ARE 

ACCEPTABLE.

7.  REQUEST WIDEST POSSIBLE DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON THE ARMY ASTRONAUT CANDIDATE SELECTION PROGRAM.

8.  POINT OF CONTACT IS MR. RICHARD C. YAGER, DSN 221-3127 OR 

COMMERCIAL (703) 325-3127, EMAIL ADDRESS IS:  

YAGERR@HOFFMAN.ARMY.MIL. 

9.  MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO:  COMMANDER, U.S. TOTAL ARMY 

PERSONNEL COMMAND, ATTN:  TAPC-OPB-E (MR. YAGER), 200 STOVALL STREET, 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332-0411.

10.  INDIVIDUALS INTERESTED IN THE ARMY ASTRONAUT PROGRAM SHOULD 

CONTACT THE POC LISTED IN PARA 8 TO OBTAIN A COPY OF "ADVICE TO ARMY PERSONNEL APPLYING FOR THE ASTRONAUT PROGRAM".  THIS INFORMATION 

SHEET CONTAINS GUIDANCE IN PREPARATION OF YOUR ASTRONAUT 

APPLICATION.

11.  THIS MESSAGE WILL EXPIRE NLT JULY 2003.

